Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18 November 2014
At 8:00 pm at 7 Stephenson Terrace
1. Attendance
Apologies:
Clive Collings
Present:
Anna Hooper, Chairman
John Ball
Claire Dallaway

David Greenhill
Nicky Neville-Lee
Kate Tait
Ian Terry
We welcomed David London as an observer.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2014 were agreed.
Matters Arising:

For information on the development of the Old North Stables on Pitchcroft please see the Transition Worcester project website at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/thestables

3. Events
3.1. Review of AGM, Friday 14 November 2014
David London expressed his approval of the smooth running of the AGM.  The Committee agreed that it was a successful event with a good turnout.  Please refer to the AGM minutes.

3.2. Christmas Party, Sunday 14 December 2014
All residents will be asked to bring seasonal food.  Gwen Baker will be asked to organise the music and John Ball to run the bar.  Ruby Needham will play the piano and Angela Lanyon will read something suitable.  A tried and tested format.

Anna Hooper will prepare a flyer for Ian Terry to print.
Action Anna Hooper & Ian Terry
3.3. Spetchley Park Gardens Visit, Wednesday 20 May 2015
The visit to Spetchley Gardens for a guided tour has been confirmed for 6pm on Wednesday 20 May 2015.  We will remind people of this event at the Christmas Carols Party and produce a flyer nearer the time.  Ian Terry will collate an attendance list.
3.4. Bicentenary Summer Party 2015, Sunday 21 June 2015
RGS Springfield have kindly agreed to our use of their marquee which will already be erected.  Food can be set up outside in the marquee or in residents’ gazebos.

We will ask if RGS Springfield can mount a display of the history of the building.

We agreed to encourage everyone to invite previous residents of their houses.

There was speculation as to whether anyone could obtain Regency dress for the occasion or on the theme of “Britannia Square Through the Ages”.

We were aware that local history journalist Terry Wardle will be giving a talk on his new book about Worcester street names at the Civic Society meeting next Thursday.  Several members expect to attend.  We hope to learn more about our street names.  Claire Dallaway wondered whether the BBC Street History programme would be interested.  Claire will explore this idea.
Action Claire Dallaway
We will remount our display boards of maps to support the House Histories project.  Ian Terry will provide census and street directory information to everyone who expressed an interest at the AGM.
Action Ian Terry

We will need some display stands to mount the House Histories that our residents submit.  Nicky Neville-Lee has some but more may be needed.

We were delighted to learn from Heather Bainbridge at Worcester City Council that it is permissible to DIY paint our road signs.  David Greenhill has prepared a schedule of all the signage and the necessary works.  He has determined the painting specification and will seek further sponsorship.  We may need to undertake a specific fundraising activity.  David will produce a costed proposal under the banner of our Bicentenary Conservation Project.
Action David Greenhill
4. Committee Reports

4.1. Planning
Nothing new to report.
4.2. Highways
Various issues were raised at the AGM and comments made by Coun. Geraghty.  See AGM minutes.
Some residents felt that the hedges round RGS Springfield are poorly maintained and too high, impacting on visibility at the corners and the general views across the Square.  We recalled that the hedges were reduced in height some ten years ago but had regrown.  Anna will pursue this with Laura Brown.
Action Anna Hooper

We continue to report the depression in Albany Terrace outside no. 28.  We understand that a sewer survey did not reveal a specific issue – a conclusion which seems to lack credibility.

Kate will progress these issues.
Action Kate Tait
4.3. Lighting

Nothing to report.
4.4. Neighbourhood Watch

We will communicate the recent theft of building materials from the site store at 1 Stephenson Terrace.
Michael Hudson would like us to be in a position to recommend a locksmith and glazier for emergency situations.  Anna will ask PC Broughton.
Action Anna Hooper
Anna will convene a Neighbourhood Watch Team meeting to precede our next Committee Meeting.


Action Anna Hooper
4.5. Wine Club

Several new residents expressed an interest at the AGM.

The Wine Club hopes to organise a Spring event though its principal organisers are away.

4.6. New Members

Several commitments were made at the AGM though not all of these have materialised as yet.
4.7. Finance and fund-raising

The financial statement was issued at the AGM.
5. Any other business
BSRA Website
Ian Terry and Claire and Robin Dallaway are discussing possibilities.  Ian Terry will register the best available domain name.
Action Ian Terry & Claire Dallaway

2015 Street Clean, Sunday/Monday 14 & 15 June 2105
Nicky Neville-Lee will arrange for tea & biscuits in the Church Hall.
Action Nicky Neville-Lee
We need to ask Heather Bainbridge to arrange for gully cleaning again.
Action Anna Hooper
Chairman

We need to identify a new Chairman to replace Anna Hooper in Autumn 2015.

6. Dates of future meetings & events
Sun 14 Dec 2014 – Christmas Carols, Springfield
Tue 3 Feb 2015 - Committee Meeting, preceded by Neighbourhood Watch at 33 Britannia Square

Tue 21 Apr 2015 – Committee Meeting, venue to be advised

Wed 20 May 2015 - Spetchley Park Gardens Visit

Sun/Mon 14 & 15 Jun 2105 - Street Clean

Sun 21 June 2015 - Bicentenary Summer Party

